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No, this won’t be done in a tidy way. 

The battle of ideas never ends and, 
frankly, never should. As Speaker, all I 
ask—and, frankly, expect—is that we 
disagree without being disagreeable. In 
return, I pledge to help each of you 
carry out your duties. My door, of 
course, is always open. Now don’t get 
carried away with it—all right?—but it 
is always open. 

My colleagues, some things we do 
here will be characterized as shadow-
boxing and show business, but let me 
tell you and the American people, it is 
real work. It is a grind, as it should be, 
in striving to preserve the things that 
we all hold dear. 

Every day, you and I come out here, 
try to plant good seeds, cultivate the 
ground, and take care of the pests; and 
then, with patience and some sacrifice 
and God’s grace, there will be a har-
vest. Along the way, we may falter, but 
we Americans do not fall away from 
the task. We do not quit. 

So let’s stand tall and prove the 
skeptics wrong. Let’s make this a time 
of harvest, and may the fruits of our 
labors be ladders our children can use 
to climb the stairs to the stars. 

Thank you all, and God bless the 
United States of America. 

I am now ready to take the oath of 
office. 

I ask the Dean of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Honorable JOHN CON-
YERS of Michigan, to administer the 
oath of office. 

Mr. CONYERS then administered the 
oath of office to Mr. BOEHNER of Ohio, 
as follows: 

Do you solemnly swear or affirm that you 
will support and defend the Constitution of 
the United States against all enemies, for-
eign and domestic; that you will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same; that you 
take this obligation freely, without any 
mental reservation or purpose of evasion; 
and that you will well and faithfully dis-
charge the duties of the office on which you 
are about to enter, so help you God. 

(Applause, the Members rising.) 
Mr. CONYERS. Congratulations, Mr. 

Speaker. 

f 

SWEARING IN OF MEMBERS 

The SPEAKER. According to prece-
dent, the Chair will swear in the Mem-
bers-elect en masse. 

The Members-elect will rise and raise 
their right hands. 

The Members-elect rose, and the 
Speaker administered the oath of office 
to them as follows: 

Do you solemnly swear or affirm that you 
will support and defend the Constitution of 
the United States against all enemies, for-
eign and domestic; that you will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same; that you 
take this obligation freely, without any 
mental reservation or purpose of evasion; 
and that you will well and faithfully dis-
charge the duties of the office on which you 
are about to enter, so help you God. 

The SPEAKER. Congratulations. You 
are now Members of the 114th Congress. 

MAJORITY LEADER 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. 
Speaker, as chair of the Republican 
Conference, I am directed by that con-
ference to notify the House officially 
that the Republican Members have se-
lected as majority leader the gen-
tleman from California, the Honorable 
KEVIN MCCARTHY. 

f 

MINORITY LEADER 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, as 
chairman of the Democratic Caucus, I 
have been directed to report to the 
House that the Democratic Members 
have selected as minority leader the 
gentlewoman from California, the Hon-
orable NANCY PELOSI. 

f 

MAJORITY WHIP 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. 
Speaker, as chair of the Republican 
Conference, I am directed by that con-
ference to notify the House officially 
that the Republican Members have se-
lected as majority whip the gentleman 
from Louisiana, the Honorable STEVE 
SCALISE. 

f 

MINORITY WHIP AND ASSISTANT 
DEMOCRATIC LEADER 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, as 
chairman of the Democratic Caucus, I 
have been directed to report to the 
House that the Democratic Members 
have selected as minority whip the 
gentleman from Maryland, the Honor-
able STENY HOYER, and as assistant 
Democratic leader, the gentleman from 
South Carolina, the Honorable JAMES 
CLYBURN. 

f 

ELECTING OFFICERS OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. 
Speaker, I offer a privileged resolution 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1 

Resolved, That Karen L. Haas of the State 
of Maryland, be, and is hereby, chosen Clerk 
of the House of Representatives; 

That Paul D. Irving of the State of Florida 
be, and is hereby, chosen Sergeant-at-Arms 
of the House of Representatives; 

That Ed Cassidy of the State of Con-
necticut be, and is hereby, chosen Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer of the House of Rep-
resentatives; and 

That Father Patrick J. Conroy of the 
State of Oregon, be, and is hereby, chosen 
Chaplain of the House of Representatives. 

b 1430 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from 
California (Mr. BECERRA) for the pur-
pose of offering an amendment. 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, I have 
an amendment to the resolution, but 
before offering the amendment, I re-
quest that there be a division of the 

question on the resolution so that we 
may have a separate vote on the Chap-
lain. 

The SPEAKER. The question will be 
divided. 

The question is on agreeing to that 
portion of the resolution providing for 
the election of the Chaplain. 

That portion of the resolution was 
agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. BECERRA 
Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, I offer 

an amendment to the remainder of the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report 
the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Amendment offered by Mr. BECERRA: 
That Drew Hammill of the District of Co-

lumbia be, and is hereby, chosen Clerk of the 
House of Representatives; 

That Wendell Primus of the Common-
wealth of Virginia be, and is hereby, chosen 
Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Represent-
atives; and 

That Nadeam Elshami of the Common-
wealth of Virginia be, and is hereby, chosen 
Chief Administrative Officer of the House of 
Representatives. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from California. 

The amendment was rejected. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on 

the remainder of the resolution offered 
by the gentlewoman from Washington. 

The remainder of the resolution was 
agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will now 
swear in the officers of the House. 

The officers presented themselves in 
the well of the House and took the oath 
of office as follows: 

Do you solemnly swear that you will sup-
port and defend the Constitution of the 
United States against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic; that you will bear true faith 
and allegiance to the same; that you take 
this obligation freely, without any mental 
reservation or purpose of evasion; and that 
you will well and faithfully discharge the du-
ties of the office on which you are about to 
enter, so help you God. 

The SPEAKER. Congratulations. 
f 

TO INFORM THE SENATE THAT A 
QUORUM OF THE HOUSE HAS AS-
SEMBLED AND OF THE ELEC-
TION OF THE SPEAKER AND THE 
CLERK 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I offer 
a privileged resolution and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 2 
Resolved, That the Senate be informed that 

a quorum of the House of Representatives 
has assembled; that John A. Boehner, a Rep-
resentative from the State of Ohio, has been 
elected Speaker; and that Karen L. Haas, a 
citizen of the State of Maryland, has been 
elected Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives of the One Hundred Fourteenth Con-
gress. 
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